THE SECOND PARTITION
of Brands at being so secretly and successfully excluded,
caused a dissension among the allies from which France '
gained enormously, both in rime and opportunity. It
is not the purpose of this work to enter with any detail
into the tircmnstances of the war with France. The
point it is sought to make has already and admirably
been made, " No one who surveys carefully the whole
field of European politics, and the military movements
of this time," observed Lord Eversley, in his work on
the partitions of Poland," can doubt that Poland was the
salvation of France. It was the apple of discord between
Austria and Prussia. It distracted the attention of both
these nations from the main objective of their <
in France. It was the cause of greed for territory I
substituted for hostility to the Revolution, If PoL
was the salvation of France from its enemies, who were
gathered together ostensibly to overwhelm the Revolu-
tion, the Revolution in France may be said to have been
the cause of the undoing and dismemberment of Poland."
Sievers, after his success in bringing the Diet of Grodno
to the required degree of submission, was now relieved
ofhis work in Poland. Subtle and unscrupulous diplomat
as he was, he was too mild-mannered a man for the events
that were to follow, General bgelstrom, with a garrison
of 30,000 Russian soldiers, was left to represent the will
of Catherine in the poor remnant of what was once the
kingdom of Poland. Many ardent patriots fled the
country, to wait for better days in such refuges as the
Continent afforded. A good many of them gathered
at Leipsic. Their eyes were turned for help to France,
but France was already opposed to half the Powers of
Europe, and for die next quarter of a century was pre-
occupied with perpetual war. But encouragement came
from the French, if no help. The Polish passion for
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